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has the ability to significantly help the USPS 
cover its expected $238 billion shortfall for the 
next decade. 

Now more than ever we must fight to pre-
serve the legacy of the letter carrier and pro-
mote the value of the services that the work-
ers of the United States Postal Service pro-
vide to millions of Americans every day. 

H.R. 1351 is supported by the National As-
sociation of Letter Carriers, the National Asso-
ciation of Postal Supervisors, the American 
Postal Workers Union, the National Rural Let-
ter Carriers’ Association and the National 
Postal Mail Handlers Union. Advocating for 
working people is very personal and important 
to me. You see, you are looking at a Member 
of Congress who had the opportunity to have 
a mother who was part of a bargaining unit, 
who was a member of a union. 

She had an opportunity to have someone 
advocate on behalf of not only herself, but her 
two daughters as well. And because my moth-
er had that support, she was able to send her 
daughters to good schools, she was able to 
put braces on our teeth, and she was able to 
ensure that, yes, that little girl back in Los An-
geles, California, would have an opportunity to 
one day become a Member of Congress. 

Now more than ever, postal workers, teach-
ers, firefighters, police officers and all other 
public employees must stand together to pro-
tect their jobs and their families, in California 
and across America. 

Mr. Speaker, the alternative to H.R. 1351 is 
a violent downgrade of Postal Service oper-
ations which would cost tens of thousands of 
jobs immediately. Between their recent willing-
ness to hold the nation’s economy hostage for 
spending cuts and their attacks on worker’s 
rights in Wisconsin, it appears that House Re-
publicans would risk a total shutdown of the 
Postal Service if it meant further weakening 
the rights of public sector unions. 

That is why I stand with 192 of my col-
leagues in our support for the thousands who 
play an essential role in connecting our people 
and building our communities. We cannot af-
ford to lose so many jobs and hard-won bene-
fits by failing to act on a common sense fix to 
an immediate crisis. 
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TRIBUTE TO MR. MELVIN E. 
PIERCE 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 14, 2011 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the memory of a truly wonderful 
man, Mr. Melvin E. Pierce, a longtime resident 
of Semmes, Alabama, who passed away Au-
gust 19, 2011, at the age of 73. 

Mr. Pierce was a husband, father, friend, an 
entrepreneur and community leader. He wore 
many hats over his professional career, and is 
perhaps best known for his successful painting 
business. He began a career in painting as an 
apprentice and used his knowledge to later 
found and develop the Melvin Pierce Painting 
Company. He subsequently established Melvin 
Pierce Marine Coatings, Melvin Pierce Sand-
blasting, Highway Maintenance, Inc., and 
Dothan, Inc. of Semmes. 

His community involvement ranged from 
president and founding member of ‘‘Friends of 

Semmes,’’ which pioneered the incorporation 
of Semmes, to recipient of the 2005 Woodman 
of the World Outstanding Citizen Award. He 
was one of the founding members of the Dixie 
Youth Baseball Program in Semmes. And, in 
2003, he was honored with the Award of Grat-
itude from the Semmes Community Park. 

Professionally, he was an active member of 
the Associated General Contractors (AGC) 
and the Associated Builders & Contractors. He 
was a board member of the Mobile Water and 
Sewer Board, the Abba Shrine Temple, Trade 
Builder’s Association and Woodman of the 
World. His considerable involvement with con-
tracting gave him the opportunity to play a 
major role in numerous construction and ren-
ovation projects like the Mobile Convention 
Center and Mobile Government Plaza, the res-
toration of the historic Alabama Capitol in 
Montgomery, and the Beau Rivage Resort and 
Casino in Biloxi, Mississippi. 

Melvin Pierce was the epitome of a commu-
nity-minded businessman and volunteer and 
his involvement in so many different aspects 
of South Alabama will be hard to replace. In 
addition to possessing a charitable heart and 
an unequalled love of community, he helped 
found the Christmas parade, Azalea Festival, 
Easter Egg Hunt and a food pantry in 
Semmes. 

On behalf of the people of South Alabama, 
I would like to extend my deepest condo-
lences to his wife of 50 years, Evelyn, as well 
as his surviving children, George, David, 
Deborah, Jay, Regina and Rebecca, as well 
as his grandchildren, and his family and 
friends. You are all in our thoughts and pray-
ers. 

f 

HONORING REVEREND CARL 
GILLIARD FOR TWENTY-EIGHT 
YEARS OF SERVICE 

HON. JACK KINGSTON 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 14, 2011 

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Reverend Carl Scott Gilliard for 
twenty-eight years of service to the Savannah, 
Georgia community. Reverend Gilliard, a na-
tive of Savannah, has been diligently working 
to make Georgia a better place through his 
leadership, community service and passion. 
Reverend Gilliard has dedicated his life to 
helping others and serving his community. 

A graduate of Alfred Ely Beach High School 
and Morris Brown College, he first became ac-
tive in civic affairs in 1984 when he served as 
the youth coordinator for the presidential cam-
paign of Reverend Jesse Jackson. After work-
ing with Reverend Jackson, Pastor Gilliard 
began his public affairs talk show, ‘‘Tell It Like 
It Is,’’ which became the number-one rated 
radio program for ten consecutive years. In 
1995, Reverend Gilliard was ordained and 
served as pastor of the Miracle Christian Life 
Center for six years until he was appointed 
President of the Georgia Coastal Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference. 

Throughout Reverend Gilliard’s years as a 
community activist, he has led a variety of 
successful efforts to improve the lives of his 
fellow citizens, including founding the Chat-
ham County Youth Commission, chairing Unity 
in Our Community, starting the Savannah Out 

Marching Against Drugs movement, and orga-
nizing prayer vigils throughout Savannah. 

Currently, Reverend Gilliard is the Host of 
‘‘The Urban Journal.’’ In addition, Reverend 
Gilliard is the CEO of Savannah Feed the 
Hungry where twice a week he offers a short 
message of encouragement and prayers to 
the hundreds who come seeking food at the 
newly opened Life Center. 

I congratulate Reverend Gilliard on his 
many years of service. He has devoted his life 
and time to helping others and continues to 
make invaluable contributions to the city of 
Savannah and the state of Georgia, and I wish 
him many more years to come. 
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CONGRESS NEEDS A FRESH, 
BIPARTISAN START 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 14, 2011 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I submit for the 
RECORD, a thoughtful, clear and eloquent opin-
ion piece written for The Washington Post by 
my friend Congressman JOHN DINGELL. As the 
Dean of the House and one of the hardest 
working members of this body, Congressman 
DINGELL has seen many Congresses come 
and go and has witnessed countless suc-
cesses and failures. His wisdom and experi-
ence is unmatched. Every member of Con-
gress, and those who aspire to be, will benefit 
from reading this and historians will find this 
article valuable in understanding the changes 
that have take place in Congress throughout 
the 20th century. It certainly is an important 
document that will continue to be a source of 
information about Congress for years to come. 

[From the Washington Post, Sept. 9, 2011] 

CONGRESS NEEDS A FRESH, BIPARTISAN START 

(By John D. Dingell) 

I am saddened by what I heard when I was 
home for the August congressional recess. 
The American people are fed up with finger- 
pointing, blame games and infighting by all 
of us in Washington—the president, Congress 
and the media. 

They are angry and frustrated, and they 
want Congress to do its constitutional duty. 
Only 12 percent think we are doing a proper 
job. It is easy to see why the public is losing 
confidence in the federal government. 

In our debates over the fiscal 2011 spending 
bill and the debt limit, Congress put off its 
duties until the eleventh hour in favor of 
partisan squabbling and stubborn political 
games. I am ashamed of our performance—of 
us all, on both sides of the aisle. As a mem-
ber of Congress who takes pride in this insti-
tution and holds its history and procedures 
in high regard, I am deeply disappointed by 
the unwillingness of members of all parties 
to come together for the common good. 

Our Founding Fathers intended no parties 
when they created this institution. And until 
recently, members took the time to stay in 
Washington and learn the substance of 
issues, as well as the rules laid out by our 
forefathers in the Constitution and by pre-
vious generations in Congress. We learned 
how to draft good, bipartisan bills. Most 
members of Congress wouldn’t remember, 
and for many Americans this may seem hard 
to believe, but there was a time not so very 
long ago when Republicans and Democrats 
worked well together. We worked long hours, 
typically five days a week or more for 
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months at a time. Members of both parties 
came to the table ready to work, debate and 
negotiate. 

For many years, legislation was drafted 
from the middle, and we passed bipartisan 
bills frequently. It wasn’t uncommon for an 
important bill to get 400-plus votes; we 
didn’t stop just because we had 218. Members 
didn’t engage in partisan misbehavior for the 
sake of a good Twitter hit or the opportunity 
to call out the other side on cable news. 
Rather, members had respect for one another 
and for the political spectrum. They man-
aged to limit outside parties from disrupting 
the legislative process for political gain. 

We in Congress are tearing our country 
apart and weakening the foundation estab-
lished by great leaders before us. Is anyone 
in Congress truly proud that we have not 
produced a budget? That we caused the 
downgrading of U.S. government securities, 
as well as appalling disorder and confusion in 
financial markets? Or that this situation 
caused the lack of job creation and economic 
growth that has contributed to the hopeless-
ness and misfortune of millions of Ameri-
cans? 

Wrangling by all parties, from the top 
down, cripples our work, and media that en-
courage confrontation instead of negotiation 
fuel the fire. Being locked into this system 
of starting from the far left or the far right 
and then doing just enough for passage may 
get a single bill done, but it’s not a system 
that produces the best law that does the 
most good for all Americans. 

This partisan viciousness needs to stop. 
I am ashamed of our recent record. I am 

disgusted with our performance, Republican 
and Democratic alike. There has been failed 
leadership and, worse, failed following with-
in the ranks—and we owe the country far 
better. My daddy taught me that if God had 
wanted us to talk more and listen less, he 
would have given us two mouths and one ear. 
In our most combative moments, we must 
remember that no cause is greater than this 
institution and the ideals on which it was 
founded; no single man or woman is greater 
than this body and the collective wisdom we 
are capable of exhibiting. If we hold on to 
that core principle, we can make changes 
that will be better for Congress as an institu-
tion and for the American people. 

We must all help this body improve and 
call upon our colleagues to join in doing bet-
ter. It is our duty. If we do not, the people, 
in their righteous and justified outrage, will 
get rid of us all—as well they should. I beg 
my friends in Congress and the administra-
tion to put the interests of this great nation 
before partisan political interests and not let 
the rivalries of the past prevent us from act-
ing in ways that will better the future of our 
nation. 

The writer, a Democrat from Michigan, is 
dean of the U.S. House of Representatives 
and a senior member of the House Energy 
and Commerce Committee. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 14, 2011 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, on 
Monday, September 12, 2011, I was unable to 
be present for recorded votes. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall 
vote No. 699 (on the motion to suspend the 
rules and pass H.R. 2076, as amended), 
‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote No. 700 (on the motion 
to suspend the rules and pass H.R. 2633, as 

amended) and ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote No. 701 
(on the motion to suspend the rules and pass 
H.R. 1059). 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 14, 2011 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, 
today our national debt is 
$14,717,868,058,346.24. 

On January 6, 2009, the start of the 111th 
Congress, the national debt was 
$10,638,425,746,293.80. 

This means the national debt has increased 
by $4,079,442,312,052.44 since then. This 
debt and its interest payments we are passing 
to our children and all future Americans. 
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‘‘CONSIDER THE POSSIBILITIES’’ 
PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARD WINNERS 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 14, 2011 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the winners of the ‘‘Consider the 
Possibilities’’ Personal Achievement award 
from the HealthSouth Rehabilitation Hospital 
of Altoona, given to encourage and reward 
personal achievement within its community. 
HealthSouth has presented rehabilitation 
awards to members of their community who 
have remained steadfast in overcoming an ill-
ness or disability. This year I congratulate: 
Danielle Gibbons and Frank Germino, winners 
of the ‘‘Consider the Possibilities’’ Personal 
Achievement Award; and Shelly Beaver, 
Sherri McGregor, and Joe Reed, winners of 
the Advocate Award. 

Danielle Gibbons is the winner of the 
HealthSouth ‘‘Consider the Possibilities’’ Per-
sonal Achievement Award. On June 18, 2010, 
Danielle, 37 years old at the time and a single 
mother of two, was involved in a motor vehicle 
accident. Danielle was driving when another 
vehicle crossed the center line and hit her 
head on. The other driver was killed and 
Danielle was left with life threatening injuries. 
Danielle had to be cut out of the car, and was 
transported to the hospital where surgeons 
were ready to amputate her right leg. Instead, 
she insisted that she be flown to Pittsburgh 
where she underwent nine surgeries in order 
to keep her right leg. In October 2010, 
Danielle began physical therapy and she 
made remarkable progress. In less than one 
year, she was ambulating independently. 
Danielle has returned to work full time as a 
nurse practitioner. I commend her for her per-
severance and good attitude. 

Frank Germino is also the recipient of the 
HealthSouth ‘‘Consider the Possibilities’’ Per-
sonal Achievement Award. On October 9, 
2010, Frank’s life was changed forever when 
he fell 12 feet from a tree stand while hunting. 
Frank broke his back in five places. After a 
five hour surgery, he was told that he would 
never walk again due to the extensive damage 

that was incurred. Frank was determined to 
walk again and after months of rehab and 
therapy, Frank did just that. His courageous 
spirit is an inspiration to everyone around him. 

Shelly Beaver and Sherri McGregor are the 
recipients of the HealthSouth Advocate Award. 
Through the efforts of Shelly Beaver, Certified 
Therapeutic Recreation Specialist, and Sherri 
McGregor, Education and Training Specialist 
at Penn State Altoona, ‘‘Sense-ational En-
deavors’’ was developed. The program cre-
ates a combination of sensory activities, phys-
ical movement, and social skill development. 
In addition to therapeutic programs, campers 
engage in recreational activities and exercise 
tailored to their ability. Both Shelly and Sherri 
have dedicated their lives to enriching the 
lives of countless children. 

Joe Reed is also the recipient of the 
HealthSouth Advocate Award. Joe is respon-
sible for bringing a Miracle League to Blair 
County. The Miracle League provides baseball 
for all children with special needs. The field is 
constructed using a cushioned rubber surface 
with everything flat and level so there is noth-
ing to trip over. Joe first heard about the Mir-
acle League during a trip to Moody, Alabama 
while visiting friends in the fall of 2003. About 
two weeks later he read about it in the 
Kiwanis Magazine and knew this was some-
thing that Blair County needed. He returned to 
the Moody field, and then went to see the 
original Miracle League field in Conyers, Geor-
gia. There, he met with the Executive Director 
of the Miracle League Association, Diane 
Alford. After getting permission to use the land 
owned by the Kiwanis Club of Eldorado, he 
assembled a Board of Directors in early 2004 
and began fundraising and promotion. Joe 
raised over $150,000. Construction began in 
the fall of 2006. The total cost of the project 
was $497,000. Opening day was July 21, 
2007 with 24 children. Today they have 125 
players and over 175 volunteers. 

Congratulations to Danielle, Frank, Shelly, 
Sherri, and Joe. Their accomplishments are a 
testament to us all that with hard work, per-
sistence, and a big heart, we can overcome 
any hardship. I congratulate each of them on 
their perseverance, and I wish them the best 
as they continue to overcome illnesses and 
disabilities while setting an example for the 
rest of the community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LANCE CPL. TRAVIS 
MICHAEL NELSON 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 14, 2011 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to Lance Cpl. Travis Michael Nelson 
who recently lost his life in the service of his 
country. We will always be indebted to his 
sacrifice for our freedom and we join his family 
and many friends in mourning his loss. 

Lance Cpl. Nelson was assigned as a rifle-
man with the 1st Battalion, 6th Marine Regi-
ment, 2d Marine Division from Camp Lejeune, 
North Carolina. He lost his life during combat 
operations in Helmand Province, Afghanistan 
on August 18, 2011, one month after his unit’s 
arrival. 

He was a dedicated Marine who loved his 
country and loved the Marine Corps. He al-
ways wanted to be a Marine and beginning at 
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